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"Report of Charles S. Macfarland, to France, to the | 


Administrative Committee of the Federal Council » 
of the Churches of Christ i in America — 


September 4, 1918. 


Dear Brethren: 


Following your instructions, I for 
France, June 11, in acceptance of the invitation 
of the French Protestant Committee, and my re- 
port is as follows: 


PART L "NARRATIVE 
-- MEETINGS WITH THE FRENCH CHURCHES 


I was met by representatives of the churches _ 


of Bordeaux, the Y. M. C. A., the Foyer du 


Soldat, by Chaplain Victor Monod, representing | 


the French Government, and Jacques Dumas, 


representing the French Protestant Committee. 


In Bordeaux I met ‘at lunch a group of Protes- 
tant business men and was formally received at 


a representative. meeting of the officials of the 


Bordeaux churches. 
On arrival at Paris, I was met by scalini 


by the War, Offiee, who. welcomed me as the 
guest of the French Republic. An office, with 


stenographic assistance, was provided at ‘the. 


House of Missions. 


Conferences were held as follows, ; in and si | 
Paris, on successive days, with the various 
French Protestant © 


Protestant organizations: 
Committee, Society of Missions, Theological 
Faculties, Central Evangelical Society, Blue Cross 
Society, Joint Meeting of the French Protestant 


tives of the churches and by an officer detailed 


Federation, French Protestant Committee and 


general representatives of French Protestantism, 
Commission on Social Service, McAil Mission, 
Permanent Commission of the 
Evangelical Churches, Committee for the Help 
of Refugees, Representatives of the Reformed 
Churches, Bureau of the Societies. 

I also visited the various Protestant institu- 


tions, including the House of Deaconesses, Li- 


| brary of the Protestant Historical crn 


- 


Reformed 


l’Eglise St. Jean, “Notre sida: ” the various 
Lutheran homes and asylums ati Courbevoie, 


and other similar institutions, as well as several 
historic churches. . 


At Paris, on Sunday, June 30, two important ) : 


meetings were held, one at the American church, 
at which addresses were made by Rev. Chauncey 


W. Goodrich, Chaplain Monod of the French._ 
Army, Rev. Wilfred Monod, of the French. 


Protestant Federation, Ambassador. ‘Sharp and 
myself. 

‘The other was at the istoni church of the 
Oratoire, at which I | presented the E 
message : 


“The Moseige of Christiane in America to the 
People of France. 


T he Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, through its Administrative Commit- 
tee, in behalf of Christian people in America - 
sends greetings to their brothers and sisters, the — 
people of France 

| Over against all the backgrounds of darkness, 
over against the magnitude of the costs, the 
losses, the sacrifices, which we have so deeply de- 
plored, we witness the magnificence of those ideals 
which have been your priceless possession for — 
these four momentous years and into the heritage 
of which we are now privileged to enter. France 
was never richer in all her history than today. 

We begin to realize not only the sufferings, 
but the blessings which are coming out of this 
conflict. In this companionship of nations into 
which our nation has entered, we already feel the 
throbbing life of the League of Nations for which 
we have prayed. Delegates are passing back and 
forth between churches in these nations. As our 
own Secretary of State said of the two beloved 
‘delegates whom you sent to our American 
churches, “You bring with you the atmosphere and 
the spirit which we need.” We rejoice in the 
privilege which we have now of entering into your 

. life, of ‘entering into your thought, and of enter- 
ing into your suffering and sacrifice. 

The Federal Council and Christian people of 
‘ America send words of faith and courage to the 
Franco that has bled for us; that — the 
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N 
ea I prophecy spoken of Jesus; the France that has 
(| = carried our sorrows, to a nation that has kept her 
ahh eye fixed upon her aims and her ideals, and has 
hae not paused to contemplate her wounds, nor count 
ae . her losses, nor measure her cup of suffering. 
iii They express their rejoicing at the mingling 
a - of your messengers of mercy with those whom 
ip we have sent across the seas; their joy that we 
he have become one people, they ask the privilege 
he | of mingling their tears with those of every French . 
wife and mother. 
da Our students are turning the pages of your his- 
tory and literature as never before. ‘They are 
learning your language. Our religious leaders are 
a seeking to understand your spiritual life. Wher- 
sever one goes, in America today, are signs and 
| symbols of the unity which is and which is to be. 
The orator who desires the applause of his hear- 
ers has but to mention France, or if he wishes to 
touch their hearts has but to tell the story of 
| your sacrifice. You are helping to dethrone the 
materialistic god who had tried to possess us and 


| upon whose power over us our enemies had 
ee counted to stay our hands. We name you when 
we seek our loans, when we call for our men, 


share ‘our resources with our allies. You have 

a ‘. helped us to clarify our thinking as we measure 

a the distinctions between justice and injustice, be- 

ie tween selfishness anc sacrifice, between loyalty 
and faithlessness. 


military measures of our governments, but- rather 
a e to create such a spirit as shall cause them to be 
ig {guided by the hand of God, to steady and inspire 
ta | our peoples by keeping ever before them the 
i ) moral and spiritual ideals which are at stake, to 
0 help our nations, in a time of contusion, to main- 
iid.°‘’@—’@’—’—’tainour institutions for the renewal of our souls 
| by the worship and service of Almighty God and, 
ha above all, to purge our own hearts clean of ar- 
iù ui... rogance and selfishness, that we may help to keep 
dif ca our people, our defenders and our nations close 
to the Infinite. .. 


It is our duty above all where. as our President 
expressed it in his last message to our people, 


sins and shortcomings as a people and purify our 


TODI | hearts to see and love the truth, to accept and de- 
: nl | fend all things that are just and right, and to pur- 
hi (2% pose only those righteous acts and judgments 
ne which are in conformity with His will; beseeching 
5555 Him that He will give victory to our armies as 
(LI the fight for freedom, wisdom to those who take 
| | Di -*  gounsel on our behalf in these days of dark strug- 
IO . gle and perplexity, and steadfastness to our people 
| di _ to make sacrifice to the utmost, in support of 
i -‘&/. what is just and true, bringing us at last the 
(i I «peace in which men’s hearts can be at rest be- 
on | .cause it is founded upon mercy, justice and good 
will 
Frank Mason North, 

President, Federal Cx ouncil 

; Churches of Christ in America. 
James I. Vance, 

— Chairman, Executive Committee. 
ALBERT G: Lawson, 

RO Chairman, Administrative C ommittee.” 


June 10, 1918. 
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when we ask for unselfish restraint that we may 


It is not for us to deal with the political and 


ae ae ‘to pray Almighty God that He may forgive our — 


Addresses were made distinguistied repre- 


sentatives of the churches and by myself. A full 


account of this meeting, including all of the ad- 
dresses, has been printed by the French Protes- 
tant Committee and it is submitted herewith as 
a part of this report. 


Other meetings were held at Protestant 


churches in Neuilly, Chaumont, Nancy, Gerard-. 
mer, Wesserling, Thann, Montbeliard, Valentig- | 


ney, Aigues-Mortes, Nimes, St. Jean du Gard, 


‘Anduze, Troyes, La Force and Ste. Foy. These. 


cities and towns are distributed in the western, 
southern and eastern sections of France, and thus’ 
we reached every available part of the nation. For- 


_ mal addresses were presented to me, both orally 


and in written form, in each case, and they 
would make a considerable volume, replete with 
historic material, in eloquent and glowing lan- 
guage, of a literary quality worthy of preserva- 
tion. In nearly all cases the meetings were of a 
popular nature, attended by the general popula- 
tion and arousing unusual attention. 

I visited the various Protestant social, philan- 
thropic and religious institutions in all these 


localities. These included the noted ‘asylums at 


La Force, the agricultural colony at Ste. Foy, 
and the efficient hospital at Bordeaux, which has 


instituted the first system. of trained nurses in 


France. 
Shortly after our arrival in Paris, Ambassador 


Sharp gave a luncheon attended by representa- 


tive Protestant and Y. M. 
C. A. workers. 


I was in conference, more or tel all of the. 


: time, with the leaders of Protestant forces and, 


shortly before leaving, two full days were spent | 
with the Federation, the Society of Missions, 


| the Theological Faculties and the United Com- 
mittee on War Work. 


The Society of Missions will shortly send 


. Chaplain Daniel Couve as a delegate to the 


Federal Council for introduction to the Foreign 
Mission organizations, to confer regarding the | 
mission work in French colonies. He will assist 


in the work of the Committee on the Moral Aims 


of the War. It is also expected that the Theo- 
logical Faculties of Paris and Montauban will 
send two representatives to the Council for in- 
troduction to our Theological Seminaries. 


The Church Federation voted to-request the 


_. Council to appoint me as Permanent Commis- 


sioner to France, to counsel and assist in their 
work, so far as my home duties will allow. 
Bishop Wilson, of our Administrative Com- 
mittee, attended meetings of the French Protes- 
tant Committee and of the Federation and was 
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warmly welcomed. His address to the Federa- 
tion was given with his usual charm and wisdom. 


Civic INTEREST 


| IK pracricatty every instance, in visiting cities 
and towns, we were received by the Mayors, 
Prefects and Councils and similar officials, in 
most cases by formal addresses. President Poin- 


caré sent his official representative to the meet- 


ing at the Oratoire. At St. Amarin and Thann, 
_.in Alsace, hundreds of school children greeted 
us with songs and flowers. We were almost al- 
ways: escorted: by troops of Boy Scouts, bands of 
children or military school brigades. Churches, 
homes and public buildings were decorated with 
American and French flags and inscriptions of 
welcome. In numerous instances we visited the 
public schools and similar institutions. | 

In the Cevennes district, the schools, factories 


and stores were closed during the day. On sev-. 


eral occasions, Roman Catholic priests joined in 
the general reception and gave permission. to 
their members to attend the meetings in Protes- 
tant. temples. Generally, we were received by 


the entire community as we came through the 


streets, and often a much larger crowd was 


gathered outside the meeting-places than those ‘ 


who gained admission. It was found necessary 
to arrange admission by ticket only. 3 
Perhaps the most significant meetings were 
‘those at the Tower of Constance, over which the 


_ Mayor of Aigues-Mortes presided, and the great 


open-air meeting at Mialet, in the historic Hugue- 


° not desert, where I spoke to a large gathering 


which assembled from miles around, from one of 


the old portable pulpits which the persecuted 


, Huguenots used to carry out there in sections, 
and on which rested Roland’s pulpit Bible. 

In all of these cities and towns I visited the 
various historic places and institutions, especial- 
ly those associated with Huguenot history, in- 


cluding the famous Musée du Desert, the reposi- 


tory of Huguenot relics and documents. 


NATIONAL INTEREST | 


The French Press both reflected and created 


an unexpected national interest in our messages. 
The messages and long quotations from my ad- 
dresses were widely published in the press all 
over the country. A few examples of editorial 
comment will indicate the nature and extent of 
this interest: The Roman Catholic “Croix” gave 
the messages in full. The “Matin,” “Temps,” 
“Debats” and “Figaro” did likewise. The “Petit 


: 


| Parisien,” 
mented at length on “The Messenger of Souls.” 


men coming to reinforce our lines. 


| periority over them.” 
Orleans and other cities joined. in favorable 


with ‘the widest circulation, com- 


Maurice Barrés in the “Echo de Paris,” took 


for his editorial this sentence of the message, 
“Our armies will soon be here, this soil becomes... 


our soil, your sons and daughters become ours, 


your life is our life, your hopes are our aspira- 
tions, as your sons shall fall ours will step into 
their places, the wrongs done to you are outrages 


to our own nation.” Julien de Narfon, in the 


“Figaro,” gave a full account of the mass meet- 
. ing at the Oratoire as being highly and splendid- 


ly spiritual with religion and patriotism equally 
deep. Leon Bailby, in “Intransigeant,’ said: 
“These sheets of paper in black and white are 
worth many guns and rifles and many young 
The material 
mobilization of this immense people is moved by 


a high ideal which the barbarians cannot under- 


stand but have to acknowledge. Against the 


enemy’s desperate blows we ought to hold on 


during these weeks which will decide our su- 
The dailies of Rouen, 


comments. 


The messages and addresses were quoted Gite 


ly in the press of Greece, Northern Africa, Swit- 
zerland, Holland and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries. They ‘were sent out also by radiogram and 
circulated by aeroplanes in the effort to reach 
German soil, and were translated into German 
for Alsatian and Swiss readers. The Religious 


Press, for several issues, was largely given over 
| to the messages and accounts of the meetings. 


I received a cable from the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Upsala, Sweden, inviting me to de- 
liver, in September, lectures on the Olaus Petrie 
Foundation, on ‘American Christianity and 
Church Unity,” an invitation which, I hope, on 


some future occasion, to accept. 


In various localities we were given luncheons 
or dinners by members of the House of ‘Deputies, 
Mayors, and industrial and social leadérs. At 
Valentigney I addressed a great, gathering on the 


evening of the 14th of July, composed entirely of 


working people, and the morning meeting at 


Montbeliard, that day, was a memorable one. 


I addressed and met several groups of repre- 
sentative men at luncheons and dinners, including 
a luncheon by M. André Tardieu, now General 
Commissioner of Franco-American Relations, 
and a large gathering at the Cercle Franco- 
Americain. I attended the annual Fourth of 
July dinner in Paris. 


The popular interest was indicated by the ex- 


tent to which the moving picture houses made | 
our procedure. the subject of their news films. 
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Win THE FRENCH ARMY 


(055 Among the most interesting and valuable ex- 
1 | periences was my visit, as volunteer echapiein, 
with the French army. | 

fio | The following message was handed to M. 
Clemenceau, Secretary of War, andalso to Mar- 
OE shal Foch, with whom I had supper, at the 
(UE French Army Headquarters, Len at the time of 
ino great victories : 
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and the blue of the Tri-color of France and the 
Stars and Stripes of he United States have be- 
come interwoven, so from henceforth we are pre- 


pared to live together, and, if God wills, to et “es 
together. 


We rejoice to report ‘to you that the Christian 
people of. America are your support, not only by 


their loans and gifts, their provision for your 


physical needs, both for active service and for 


experiences of suffering, not only in their earn-. 


est prayers and sentiments of affection. In a 


| spirit of constant self-humiliation and penitence, 


SEPTEMBER 


“The of Christians in the 
French and Allied Armies | 


The Federal Council of the Churches ot Christ 
in America, through its Administrative Commit- 


tee, conveys the greetings of American Chris- 


tians to General Foch,. the F rench Army and the 


Allied Armies. 


For four momentous years you have been fight- 
ing the battles of the whole civilized world for 


‘ its security and liberty. Attacked by a gigantic | 
force which had for many years been making ~ 


ready, with scrupulcus care, for its assault upon 
those principles of righteousness and peace which 


‘all the world holds dear, you have fought bravely, 


and endured with splendid fortitude, upon a field 


of honor which you have kept unstained by 
cruelty and on which you have left no marks of | 
national disgrace. , 


We rejoice that the soldiers of the Lilia 
Army have before them this example of the depth 
of your loyalty and the height of your code of 
honor. 


The Christian people of Lia are ‘gratified | 


that they are, from henceforth, not only the ad- 
miring -and often the amazed witness of your 
service in their behalf and in behalf of all man- 
kind, but that today their soldiers enter gladly 
into the heritage of your devotion and reverently 
into the fellowship of your sacrifice and suffer- 


ing. From henceforth you endure and struggle | 


not only for us, but with us. | 
It is with the deepest satisfaction that we have 


assigned our sons to the generalship of your com- 


mander-in-chief, and to you we convey a message 


identical with that to our own soldiers: 


‘You -are the defenders of our rights, our 
liberties, our souls; but you are more than that. 
You are the protectors of all who suffer wrong 
and injustice; but you are infinitely more than 


that. You stand for the moral convictions and . 


the spiritual ideals of the civilized world, for judg- 


ments never so determined and for othe 
‘vision never so clear as in this hour. 


In the presence of God, we stand with you in 


solemn league and covenant, until the last Teu- 


tonic heel shall cease to desecrate this sacred 


soil, until again the unsullied lilies shall bloom in. 


all their glory in the fields of France. Upon this 
“frontier of freedom,” which is not a mere line 
of trenches, but is a spiritual border, marking the 


line between honor and dishonor, between justice 


and wrong, our voices shall mingle, “They shall 
not pass.” Here we stand together, until the re- 


lentless integrity of the universe is vindicated ~~ lunched or dined with about twenty French gen- 


and we can live in a world of nations, clean and 
honorable and undefiled, and as the red, the white 


a. 


with hearts reaching out for divine wisdom and © 
grace by the formulation, the deepening and the 
unhesitating and uncompromising expression of 
those great moral convictions of our ‘people, they 
seek to strengthen their minds and hearts with 
yours, as you meet a foe that knows only the 
right of force, with arms and men who symbolize 
the force of right. is 

| We offer our tenderest prayers for your 
mothers, wives and little children. We pray that 
God may give to us and to you the grace, the 
moral courage and the spiritual strength to do His. 
holy will, that we may ever be the witnesses of 
truth and righteousness and holy love.’ 


FRANK Mason NORTH, 
u' President, Federal Council 
of the c hurches of Christ in America. 


James I. VANCE, 
Chairman, Executive Committee. 


ALBERT G. LAwson, 
Chairman, Administrative Committee.” 
June 10, 1918. | 


- Marshal Foch, who is a deeply religious man, 
expressed great pleasure on reading the mes- 


| sage, and my visit with him was one never to be — 


forgotten. In Paris, I had a pleasant conference 
with Marshal Joffre and paid a visit to General 
Niox, at the Hotel des Invalides. | 

The Franco-American front was visited from 


Verdun to Belfort. The war office detailed 


Chaplain Monod, of the army, and Major de 


. Ganay, of the War Department, to accompany 


me, and the French Protestant Committee sent 
Professor John Vienot. We were provided with 


two motor cars, an official photographer and a 
moving picture operator. 
We visited, in succession, Chaumont, Verdun, 
- Fort Douaumont, Bar-le-duc, Toul, Nancy, Pont. 


à Mousson, Luneville, Gerardmer, Saint Dié, the 
Hohneck, Wesserling, The Vosges, St. Amarin, 


- Thann, Belfort, and many other intermediate 
places, often being in sight of the German lines. 
By the arrangement of Marshal Foch I also. 


visited Clermont, Montdidier and surrounding 
region, then occupied by the French forces. At 
each point en route we were met by an officer 
who accompanied us to the next point. We 


erals and commandants, to whom I presented 
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our message, in each case receiving the most 
hearty response. 

Religious services were held at Chaumont, Ver- 
dun, Nancy, Gerardmer, Wesserling and Thann. 
. The service in the citadel at Verdun was a most 
- impressive one, attended by several generals and 
their staffs, many officers and soldiers, Protestant 
| eM anacaapir and Y. M. C. A. workers. At Verdun, 

was also received with charming cordiality by 
the Roman Catholic Abbé, about a dozen Catholic 
chaplains and a Hebrew chaplain. _ 

We visited many of the devastated towns and 
villages, some of which were at the time under 
bombardment. I was a visitor to several war 
work institutions and camps, such as munitions 
works, aviation camps, tank headquarters, war 
gardens, and similar centers. Many hospitals of. 

various stages and kinds were fully inspected. 

Several of the French army Y. M. C. A.’s 
(Foyers du Soldat), were visited, one of them, 
at Fort Douaumont, being deep underground and 
others practically in the trenches. 

In all places where our meetings were in mili- 
tary zones they were formally attended by the 
French generale in commend of the district. 


THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT | 


The invitation of the government, that I should 
be an official guest, was not a mere formality. 
The visits to President Poincaré,'M. Clemenceau, 
_M. Pichon, Minister of Foreign Affairs, André 
Tardieu and other national leaders, were at- 


» 


Government as its guest, I visited Havre, accom- — 


panied by Chaplain Blommaert, and met Prime 


i; tended by marked cordiality, and the hospitality. 


of the Republic was generous to an extreme de- 
gree. I traveled between 3,000 and 4,000 miles 
by motor car and each and every function, both 
with the army and in civic circles, was attended 
by representatives of the government. Every 
facility was placed at my disposal and from the 


time I landed until I sailed for home my com-. 


mission relieved me of all encumbering formali- 
| ties and accorded a freedom of movement which 


enabled me to cover an unexpected amount of 


visitation in the time at my disposal. 

The Message to the People of France, pre- 
sented to President Poincaré, was, by his order, 
printed in the Official Journal of the Republic. 


THE BELGIAN ARMY 


. Upon receiving intimation from Chaplain-in- 
| Chief Pierre Blommaert, of the Belgian Army, 
that a visit to the seat of the Belgian Govern-' 
ment, to King Albert and the Belgian Army 


. would be welcomed by the Protestant chaplains . 


and graciously arranged for me by the Belgian 


ter of Foreign Affairs. 


Minister Cooremans, 
Justice, and lunched with M. P. Hymans, Minis- 


ences with Minister Brand Whitlock. 


~ On the way to the front, at Etretat, we called. 


upon General Leman, the defender of Liège, 
only recently released from German imprison- 
ment. At the Belgian headquarters we were re- 
ceived by the General Staff and officers were de- 
tailed to accompany us to the trenches. 


The following message was sna to King 
Albert: 


“The Message of Christians in America to the | 
. People of Belgium 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, through its General Secretary, in be- 
half of Christian people in America, sends greet- 
ing to their brothers and sisters, the people sa 
Belgium. 

At the most critical hour in history your na- 
tion and its brave army defended the civilized 
world against the ruthless invasion of its rights 
and liberty. 

. Over against all the backgrounds of darkness, 
over against the magnitude of the costs, the 
losses, the sacrifices, which we have so deeply 
deplored, we’ witness the magnificence of those 
ideals which have been your priceless possession 
for these four momentous years and into the 
heritage of which we are now privileged to enter. 

We begin to realize not only the sufferings, but 
the blessings which are coming out of this con- 
flict. In this companionship of nations into which 
our nation has entered, we already feel the throb- 
bing life of the League of Nations for which we > 
have prayed. We rejoice in the privilege which 
we have now of entering into your life, of enter- 
ing into your thought, and of entering into your : 
suffering and sacrifice. 

The Federal Council and Christian people of 
America send words of faith and courage to a 
nation that has kept her eye fixed upon het aims 
and her ideals, and has not paused to contemplate 
her wounds, nor count her losses, nor measure her 
cup of suffering. 

‘They ask the privilege of mingling their tears 
with those of every wife and mother in Belgium. 
They send a message of gratitude to your 
brave soldiers. I 

They have been fighting the battles of the whole 
civilized world for its security and liberty. At- 
tacked by a gigantic force which had for many 
years been making ready, with scrupulous care, 
for its assault upon those principles of righteous- 
ness and peace which all the world holds dear, 
‘they have fought bravely and endured with splen- 
did fortitude upon a field of honor unstained by 
cruelty or national disgrace. 

You are the defenders of our riebiti our 
liberties, our souls, but you are more than that. 
You are the protectors of all who suffer’ wrong 


Count Goblet-d’Alviella,. 
Minister of State; Carton de Wiart, Minister of | 


We also held confer- ~ 
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and injustice, but you are infinitely more than 


that. You stand for the moral convictions and 
the spiritual ideals of the civilized world, for 
judgments never so determined and for: the 
spiritual vision never so clear as in this hour. 


tonic heel shall cease to desecrate your sacred 
8011 


border marking the line between honor and dis- 


honor, between justice and wrong, we stand to- | 


gether, to meet a foe that knows only the right 
-of force, with arms and men who symbolize the 
force of. right... 
It is not for us to deal with the, political add 
military measures of our governments, but rather 
to create such a spirit as shall cause them to be 
guided by the hand of God, to steady and inspire 
our people by keeping ever before them the moral 
and spiritual ideals which are at stake, to help 
our nations, in a time of confusion, to maintain 


our institutions for the renewal of our souls by 


the worship and service of Almighty .God and, 
above all, to purge our own hearts clean of ar- 
rogance and selfishness, that we may help to keep 
our people, our defenders and our nations close 
the Infinite. 
It is our duty above all others, as our Presi- 
‘dent expressed it in his last message to our peo- 
ple, ‘to pray Almighty God that He may forgive 
our sins and shortcomings as a people and purify 
our hearts to see and love the truth; to accept 
and defend all things that are just and right, and 
to purpose only those righteous acts and judg- 
ments which are in conformity with His will; 
beseeching Him that He will give victory to our 
Armies as they fight for freedom, wisdom to those 


who take counsel on our behalf in these days of 


dark struggle and perplexity and steadfastness 
to our people to make sacrifice to the utmost, in 
‘(support of what is just and true, bringing us at 


last the peace in which men’s hearts can be at rest. 


because it is founded upon mercy, justice and 
good will.’ 


(Signed) — S. MACFARLAND, 
General S ecretary.” 


At his headquarters, we met the Belgian Minis- 
ter of War and his cabinet, to whom I presented. 
the same message as to King Albert, with the 


? sada as an additional introduction: 


4th, 1918. 


“To THE MINISTER OF War OF. BELGIUM: 


In behalf’ ‘of the Christian people of America, © 


represented by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, I desire, in ad- 
dition to the message ‘to the Belgian people, to 
convey a special greeting, through you, to the 
Army of Belgium. 

History will ever have a glowing page for the 
momentous days of 1914, when you saved 


democracy and freedom for the nations of wren 

The words Aneta: to your Army, in he: més- 
. sage which I have the honor to convey to your 


In the presence of God, we stand ‘with you in .. 
solemn league and covenant, until the' last Teu- — 


Upon this ‘frontier of freédom’ which is — 
not a mere line of trenches, but is a spiritual 


\ 


King, are not the utterances of mere formality. 
They nape the heart of the American people. 


(Signed) CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, 
General Secretary.” 


At sibel ni we met all of the Bel- 


. gian generals, went through five or six miles of 


churches. 


the trenches, visited Nieuport, Furnes and other ‘ 


assassinated cities, the Dixmude sector, where we 


were within 100 feet of the German outposts 


across the Yser,-and met many pred of the 
| Belgian soldiers. 


The King’s response was cordial and earnest 
in his appreciation. of the spirit of the American 
The message was printed in the Of- 
ficial War Record. 

‘We held a conference with the Belgian: Protes- 
tant Chaplains and returned to Havre, by way 
of Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne. 

A motor car was provided by the government 


for the entire journey from Havre to the 


trenches and back. The Belgian Government 
proposes to send Chaplain Blommaert to Amer- 
ica as a representative of the Army and its re- 
ligious work, to convey to our churches the Bel- 
gian situation. 


I regard the hours spent as a Volunteer Chap- 


plain with the Belgian Army a high privilege. At 
King Albert’s request I went through many sec- 


tors of the trenches and was deeply impressed by 
the patience and valor of the men who, for four 


- long years, have lived and fought under circum- 


stances of such awful privation and difficulty. 


THE BRITISH FORCES 
On the way to the Belgian front we passed 


| through the British Army Headquarters and saw _ 


something of the British and Anzac forces, being 
close by Amiens, when these sturdy soldiers be- 
gan the offensive which freed that historic city. 


OTHER MILITARY Forces 


Covering, as I did, the entire front, I met 
divisions of Italian, Russian, Polish and Bo- 


hemian troops, often mingled with either French 
or American divisions. 


Tue AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY Forces 


I visited the General Headquarters twice and 
iver, the following message to General 
Pershing : 


“The Message of Christians of America to the | 
American Army in F rance 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, through its Administrative Commit- 
tee, speaking for a multitude of the Christian peò- 
pie of America, sends greeting to General Per- : 
shing and the ‘American’ Army i in France. 
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The hearts of the Christian people of America, 
with mingled joy and sadness, have followed your 


course across ihe seas, and have attended, with. 


deep solicitude, your every experience and move- 
ment. It is with the sense of sorrow involved in 
the measure of their sacrifice as they have been 
called upon to mourn your fallen comrades; but 
it is with the deeper feeling of satisfaction that 
vou-are here to bring relief and hope to the 
brave armies that have, for four long years, been 
defending the possessions which we hold dear, in 
common with them, with their peoples, and with 
mankind. 


Our hearts have been upheld and “our spirits. 


have rejoiced as we have listened to the witnesses 
of your. loyalty, your faithfulness and your honor- 
able deeds and bearing. 

| Especially heartening to the fathers and mothers 
of America has been the testimony that our army 
is so strong a fellowship of clean men, of pure 


thought and chivalrous spirit, whose evidence of 


self-restraint gives promise of fortitude to meet 
| the foes that await you in the same large measure 
that you have learned to conquer the a 
that beset us all. | 
You are the defenders of our “visits. our 
liberties, our souls; but you are more than that. 
You are the protectors of all who suffer wrong 
and injustice but you are infinitely more than that. 
You stand for the moral convictions and the 
| spiritual ideal of the civilized world, for judg- 
“ments never so determined and for spiritual vision 
| never so clear, as in this hour of our history. 
You are the symbol, before the whole world, 
of the soul of America, the messengers of its 
highest imaginations; you speak its most penetrat- 
ing judgments. This is your glad, but solemn 
obligation. 
In the hope that they may help us all to hold 


fast to these ideals ‘and to maintain them, whether 


it be in victory or defeat, in strength or in suffer- 


ing, the churches of America are sending into 
camp and: field and trench their ministers of re- 
ligion. These have volunteered in numbers far 


beyond the opportunity for their assignment. We 
commend them to you, knowing full well that 
each one of them can receive your sympathy in 


his ministrations of faith only as he fulfills your. 


own ideals of bravery, unselfishness and the com- 
mon elements of manhood in deeds and actions. 
As the Christians of America contemplate, with 
pride, the rolls of horfor on which your names are 
inscribed, they repeat them in their prayers that 
vou may be sustained by the God of righteous- 
ness, justice and love, into whose hands they 


commit you, that you may be given grace to. 


follow our Lord Jesus Christ, whose words you 
heed, whose life and spirit you partake according 
to our.human measure, when you offer your lives 
for the truth that makes men free. 


We rejoice to report to you that the Chiiatiaa 


people of America are your support. not only by 
their loans and gifts, their provision for your 
physical needs, both for active service and for 


| experiences of suffering, not only in their prayers 


and sentiments of affection. In a spirit of con- 
stant self-humiliation and penitence, with hearts 
reaching out for divine wisdom and grace, by 
the formulation, the deepening and the unhesitat- 
ing and uncompromising expression of those great 


moral convictions of our people, they seek to 


‘Strengthen their minds and hearts with yours, 


as you meet a foe that knows only the right of 


force, with arms and men who symbolize the 
force of right. 


In this spirit, may we not repeat to you the. 


words conveyed to the French and other armies, 


with whom you are allied: | 
In the presence of God, we stand with you, in 
solemn league and covenant, until the last Teu- 


tonic heel shall cease to desecrate this sacred 
. soil, until again the unsullied lilies shall bloom in. 


their glory in the fields of France. Upon this 
‘frontier of freedom,’ which is not a mere line of 
trench, but is a spiritual border, marking the line 


between honor and dishonor, between justice and 


wrong, our voices shall mingle : ‘They shall not. 
pass.’ Here we stand together, until the relentless 
integrity of the universe is vindicated, and we 
can live in a world of nations clean and honorable 


and undefiled, and as the red, the white and the 


blue of the Tri-color of France and of the Stars 
and Stripes of the United States have become in- 
terwoven, so from henceforth we are prepared 
to live together, and, if God wills, to die together. 
In the words of your Commander-i -in-Chief at 
Washington, let us ‘pray Almighty God that He 
may forgive our sins and shortcomings as a peo- 


_ ple, and purify our hearts to see and love the 
truth, to accept and defend all things that are 
Just and right, and to purpose only those righteous 


acts and judgments which are in conformity with 
His will; beseeching Him that He will give vic- 
tory to our armies as they fight for freedom, 
wisdom to those who take counsel on our behalf 
in these days of dark struggle and perplexity, 
and steadfastness to our people to make sacrifice 
to the utmost in support of what is just and true, 
bringing us at last the peace in which men’s hearts 
can be at rest because it is founded upon mercy, 
justice, and good will.’ | 2 


FRANK Mason 
President, Federal C cumall 
of the Churches of Christ in America. 


James J. Vance, 
Chairman, Executive Committee. 


ALBERT G. LAWSON, . 
C hairman, Administrative Ci ommittee.” 


J une 10, 1918. 


oe Pershing expressed his deep apprecia- _ 
tion of the message and asked me to be the bearer 
of the following reply: 


“Response of the American Expeditionary 
Forces to the Message of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 


America. 


In the: name of the American Army in France, 
as well as in my own name, I thank you for your 
kind and stimulatino message. 

It is the consciousness that the soldier. has 
behind him an undivided’ Nation which enables 
him, whatever his rank may be, to face his task 
with courage. We, Americans have the added 
inspiration and encouragement that flows from the 


here and friendship of our _ Allies, who, for 
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‘ tion and at other points en route. 
. took me for four days through the active Ameri- 
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four years, have been fighting our battles in fight- 
ing their own. Standing by their side, we expect 
not only to vindicate the common cause of justice 
and honor and righteousness, but also to lay a 
solid foundation for world peace. | 
We dare not claim that, as an Army, we have 
yet achieved that high standard of manhood and © 
conduct upon which the largest human effective- 
ness shouid be built, but the ideal of the Nation 
and of the Churches is constantly before us. With 
sincerity and firm purpose we set our faces toward 
the goal. After all, it is a common fight—yours 
there and ours here. What i ecessary for the 
manhood of the soldier iS necessary for the man- 
hood of the citizen. 3 
The powerful resources of the Nation which 
have been placed ungrudgingly at the disposition 
of the Army are indispensable for the accomplish- © 
ment of our duty. But we know that mere wealth 
of material resources or even of technical skill! 
will not suffice. The invisible and unconquerable 
force let loose .by the prayers and hopes and 
. ideals of Christian America, of which you are 
representative, is incalculable. It furnishes the 
soul and motive for the military body and its 
operations. It steadies us to resist manfully those 
temptations which assail us in the extraordinary 
conditions of life, in which we find ourselves. — 
Your message of loyalty to us draws this re- 
ciprocal message of loyalty to you. We of the 
Army think with gratitude and emution of the 
unflagging service and wonderful trust in us of 
the Churches at home. May we prove ourselves 
worthy of it. 2 
(Signed) JoHn J. PERSHING. 


August 16, 1918. 


expressed the that I 


should visit his army as fully as possible. Dur- 
ing my visit to the American forces I was under 


commission by the Y. M. C. A., and am deeply 


indebted to Secretary E. C. Carter and the Re- 


ligious Work Director Carlton Harrison, for the 
courtesies I received and the Opportunities and 


facilities accorded me. 


I visited camps at several ports of sein 


can Sector, including Chateau Thierry, Fere-en- 


Tardenois, Fismes, Sergy and other points, where 
‘I had the opportunity of witnessing the valor of 


our troops. By the courtesy of Marshal Foch I 


was also privileged to visit Montdidier and other 
places where our troops had taken an important | 
| part in the victorious drive of the allied armies. 


I spent altogether four days at Headquarters 
in conference with Chaplain Brent and other 
Headquarters officers. I met several of the com- 
manding generals and regimental commanders 
in the Toul Sector, the Vosges Mountains, Al- 
sace, Troyes, and Libourne, as well as in the 


active sector, finding our eigineers everywhere, 


even as far south as Nimes and Tarascon. I had 


~~ “upon many Red Cross directors. 


Bishop Brent 


the privilege of \lunching or dining, in a number 
of instances, with American generals and regi- 
mental officers and met many groups of our nt 
diers. I addressed several Y. M. C. A. meetings 
and at many of the -public meetings in churches 


delegations. of officers and soldiers of the Amer- 


ican army were present, sometimes misti; a 
choir for the singing of American hymns. * E 

I had ample opportunity for seeing the work ; 
of the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the Amer- 


ican Red Cross and the Salvation Army, and 


visited a large number of military and Red Cross 
hospitals. I met many of our ‘chaplains, both 
singly and in groups, at various points and called 
At Souilly I 
was invited to hold a service and decorate the 


graves of the first six American soldiers buried 
there and, with Chaplain Brent, a service was 


held at the grave of Quentin Roosevelt. 
| 


pr 


SERVICE AS SCOUT COMMISSIONER 


The work of the Boy Scouts of America has — 
so much in common with our own work that I 
will incorporate into this report, for information, 
the report I am making to that. ‘organization, 
which. is as follows: 


Report to the Executive Board | of the Boy 
Scouts of America by Charles S. Macfar- 
land, Commissioner to France 


- 
| September L, 1918. 


To E. Wee: 

Chief Scout Executive. 
Dear Sir :-— | È 

In accordance with your igetructions. I served 
as Commissioner to France from June 22d to 
August 25. | 


THE FRENCH FEDERATION 


On Wednesday, July 3, I met the Executive 
Committee of the Federation of French Boy 
Scouts and presented the following message from 
the Dop Scouts of America: 


“To the Boy Scouts of Vena and Allied 
Nations 


Greetings 


BE KNOWN That the Boy of. 
America, desiring to give expression to the 
deepening relationships between the boy ‘scouts of 
France and the allied nations have this day ap- 
pointed Dr. Charles S. Macfarland as Special 
Commissioner. of the Boy Scouts of America, 
arid have requested him to serve as a special envoy 
for the purpose of personally presenting to you 
the gteetings on behalf of the 442,000 scouts and 

scout officials of the United States of America, | 
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“ 


Each one of these scouts and scout officials is 
pledged to a program of war activities under the 
leader htip of our Government and stands ready to 

make any sacrifice in order that the war may be. 
won. 

The valiant and courageous PRI of the scouts 
and soldiers of our allies is both an inspiration 
and a challenge for our best effort. We are 
comrades in this great struggle. - 

May we stand together, with hands across the 
sea, our feet firmly fixeN on the rock-like prin- 
ciples of the Scout Movement, in order that life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness may be the 
heritage of all the peoples of the world. 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the officers of 
the. Boy Scouts of America hereto affix their 
signatures, and the seal of the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Cocrin H.. Livincston, 
President, Boy Scouts of America. 


JAMES E. WEST, 
Secveters, Notional Council, and Chief Scout 
Executive Boy Scouts of America.” 


The meeting was picsitoi over by General de 
| Berckheim, President of the Eclaireurs de France 
and also President of the Federation. 


The meeting cabled the following response to. 


our message: 


“Les Eclaireurs de France and Les Eclaireurs 
Unionistes de France, Federated, have been 
thrilled by the message conveyed by Dr. Mat-- 
farland in behalf of the Boy Scouts of America 
Thankful from deeply moved hearts they send 
you their greetings on Independence Day and re- 
spond with the cry ‘America and France onward 
together until final victory.’ 


| GENERAL DE BERCKHEIM, 
Presidva: de la Federation Francaise des 
Eclaireurs.” 


I was fully informed as to the na and 
«work of the French Boy Scouts. 
‘ comprises two distinct movements, the Eclair- 


eurs de France and the Eclaireurs Unionistes de — 


France. The former is under the government 
and is closely associated with the War Depart- 
ment. The Unionistes. are connected with the 
Y. M. C..A, and are largely ‘associated with the. 
Protestant churches and people. They cor- 
respond more closely to the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica than does the other body. There are a few 
independent troops connected with Roman Cath- 
olic institutions but, so far as I could learn, they 
“are not organized nationally and have no connec- 
tion with the Federation, which is itself a some- 
what loosely organized body, only recently con- 
stituted. 
. There:.are about 10,000 Scouts in 
fairly equally divided between the two bodies, 
with a slight preponderance in the Government 
organization. 


The Federation 


I convey herewith accompanying 


» 


this report, various informational documents sub- 
mitted to me. 

The meeting of the Federation Committee dis- 
cussed with me general plans for closer relation- 
ships with the Boy Scouts of America and, at 


my suggestion, ways in which we might be of 


service to them. I was elected a “membre d’hon- 
neur” of the Federation. 


In Paris the Boy Scouts are in evidence every- 


where, in uniform, serving the American Red 
Cross and the French Red Cross, and many 
other War and Government rg 


MEETINGS IN FRANCE | 


I was received by local troops of Boy Sorta 


and escorted to public meetings at Paris, Chau- 
mont, Montbeliard, Nimes, St. Jean du Gard, 
Anduze, Troves and other places. 


The Troop at Nimes presented the following 
message : 


“United Boy Sa of France, 
Troop of Nimes 


“The United Boy-Scouts of Nimes have re- 
ceived in their scout quarters this twenty-third of 
July, 1918, Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, Special 
Commissioner of the Boy-Scouts of America, who 

has transmitted to them the message from the 
Boy-Scouts of America to the Boy-Scouts of 
France. 

They warmly thank their comrades 
for this mark of brotherhood, and, in their turn, 
they are addressing to them their most cordial 

| greetings: 

Their number is greatly reduced; their troops 
have been decimated by the war; for four years 
they have. been deprived of their experienced 

leaders. 
They are, none the less, with an ever renewed 
_ zeal,. continuing to seek the realization of the 
. mutual program, and they desire with all their 
heart that the bonds established by the visit to 
France of the Special American Commissioner, 
shall continue and be strengthened for the de- — 
velopment of the noble cause. | 

The cordiality, of which their illustrious visi- 
tor has brought them proof, has touched their 
hearts, and in thanking the President and the 
- National Secretary of the Boy-Scouts of America | 
for having appointed Rev. Charles S. Macfar-. 

land as delegate to them, they would send their 
most brotherly greetings. 
Written at Nimes, at a meeting of ihe Boy- 
Scout. Leaders assembled, this twenty-third © 
of July, 1918. 
(Signed) E. Laron, 
Leeder of the Troop of Nimes. 
(Signed) A. LAGET, 
Boy-Scout Leader. 

District Commissioner- for the 
South of France, Member of the 
National Council of United Boy- 

Scouts of France. 
To M. C. H. Livincston, President, 

Boy-Scouts of America.” 
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I spent several hours one day, with Captain 
Blanchard, of the Eclaireurs de France, at Ver- 
sailles, whère several troops were under instruc- 
tion in American games by two physical direc- 


tors of the American Y. M. C. A. 


THE AMERICAN ARMY 


On July 8 I met General Pershing at Gen- 
eral Headquarters, 
Forces, and presented the following message : 


“A Message from the Boy Scouts of America 
to General John J. Pershing and the 
American Expeditionary Forces 


The Boy Scouts of America have appointed 
Dr. Charles S. Macfarland as 
sioner to present to you personally the greetings 
of our 442,000 scouts and scout officials, and to 
pledge to you the full resources they possess in 

backing you to the limit in order that the war 
may be won. 

While we are compelled to remain at home, each 
one of us is definitely engaged in one or more 
war work activities under the leadership of the 
National Government. Indeed we take pride in 
being a part of Uncle Sam’s team in these stir- 
ring times and are anxious for the opportunity to 
make any sacrifice in grder that our cause may 
prevail. 

With you there are over 100, 000 dba have as. 
scouts or scout officials discovered ‘the practical 
value of Scouting. They know that a Scout is 
pledged to do his ‘duty to God and his country 
and obey the Scout Law, to be helpful to others 
at all times and to keep himself physically strong, 
mentally awake and morally straight.’ They know 
that it is his patriotic duty to be prepared to 
make the supreme sacrifice if need be in order — 
that the hands of the Government may be upheld 
and that the cause of democracy shall prevail 
-throughout the whole world. They know further 
that as a result of the Scouting program they 
are better prepared to servé as soldiers. They 
know how to take care of themselves and how 
to be helpful to others when in need. 

We.are looking forward to the future. If 
there be any among you who can suggest how we 
might improve our program of activities so that 
those who may have responsibilities as the soldiers 
of tomorrow may be better prepared, please let 
us have this valuable information for the benefit 


of the boys of our nation. 
Good cheer and hearty greetings is the. sincere 
wish of the scout brotherhood of America. 


Corin H. LivINGSTON, 
Boy Scouts'of Americo. . 


James E; West, 
Secretary, National Council, and Chief Scout 
Executive Boy Scouts of America.” 


“General Pershing spoke warm words of appre- 
ciation of the message and of the great value of 
the movement in its preparation of men for the 
discipline required in National Service. 

Later on he conveyed through me the follow- 
ing message: 


American Expeditionary | 


“American Forces, Office of the 
Commander-in-Chief 


France, July 25, 1918. 
CoLin H. Livineston, President, 
Boy Scouts of America, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Livingston:— ‘© 


To the splendid army of four hundred “rt 
forty-two thousand American Boy Scouts, the 
American Expeditionary Forces send greetings 
and appreciation for all you are doing for our 
great cause. Upon you'will soon fall the burden 
of our civilization. Every act and thought of 
yours, in keeping with the scout law, will help to 
make good citizens and good soldiers. Obey it 
in letter and spirit and all the older scouts who 
are fighting for you and all we hold dear will 
shake hands with you as comrades who helped 
them win the war. Three cheers for the Boy 
eae of America ! 


Sincerely yours, | 
(Signed) Joun J. Persie.” 


In visits to many sectors of sour army I found 


many Scout Leaders and Scouts, all of whom 
| testified to the great value of the movement as a_ 


training for their present service as officers and 


‘privates in the army. Men who have had scout 


training fall readily into the discipline required 
and are easily. mobilized for service. | 


I NTERNATIONAL RELATIONS S 


_.. SEPTEMBER 


I held a second conference with the Executive — 


_ Committee of the Federation, shortly before leav- 


ing Paris, at which, after thoughtful considera-. 


| tion, the following message was prepared: 


“French Federation of Boy Scouts 
Ney Scouts of France and United Boy Scouts 


Paris, August 2, 1918. 


To the Members of the National Board of Boy- 
Scouts of America. 


‘ BrorHER Scouts: 


The French Federation of Scouts 
prized receiving your delegate, Rev. Dr. Mac- 


' farland, receiving from his lips your brotherly — 


message, and sharing with him our mutual aspi- 
rations as well as our own particular needs. He 
will tell you on his return of out firm desire to | 
work to develop among our boys of France the 
Scout ideal in all its~beauty, striving with the 
more intensity because the difficulties are greater 
on account of the real emergencies. | 
We have the secret belief that it belongs to us, 
to our Boy-Scouts, to prepare men of right in- — 
tent, energy, character and lofty moral valor 
whose task it will be to reconstruct more nobly 
and more strongly our beautiful France, bruised 
and made bloodless by the War. This, we believe, 
is our immediate task. 
But we find grave and complex difficulties con- 
fronting us in achieving its realization. A great 
number of our leaders have given their lives for 


our Country, many others are in the army. To _. 


recruit new leaders is the more difficult because 
the Scout Movement | ‘is: as yet not sufficiently | 
well-known | or understood in our country. How- 
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ever, we have a very distinct impression that the 
hour has come to make a great effort to.intensify 
‘our Movement, though it is just the hour when 
men are lacking and insufficient material resources 
are tending to paralyze our action. 


‘At this very moment Dr. Macfarland brings to 
us your fraternal thoughts and your desire to give 
us practical proof that “A Scout is brother to all 
other Scouts.” This i is a great joy and a precious 
encouragement to us. We shall dare to count 
upon your co-operation, and shall hope eventually, 
thanks to the aid which your representatives in 
France will bring to us, to be able to enter more 
intimately into contact with your official world as 
well as with our people and especially with our 
youth, so enthusiastic and so responsive. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of our boys are orphaned or 
. left to themselves in the war factories, the work- 
shops, the offices, while the mothers themselves 
are working. Some have been in this condition 
for four years. We cannot longer wait for the 


end of the war before getting ready to win over | 


the public and the young people. 


We feel keenly that to be strong aise to sae: 


ceed in this task we need to be intimately united 
to our brother scouts of the allied countries, par- 
ticularly with the powerful movements of the 
~ United States and England. This is why we wish 
| to set before you the following principal points, 
the study and virare which appear to us to 
present a peculiar intere: 


‘point of view, but also to the point of view es- 
sentially French. 


i, The development of international relations 
between committee directors as well as between 
troops and scouts: (Exchange of correspondence, 
visits, placing in families, sponsorship of troops 
or scouts, international assemblies, etc.). 


-2. The creation (already considered with M. 
de Groot, one of the commissioners of your Na- 


tional Council) of an magazine for 
the leaders. 


3. The further cla of a Universal I 
Federation of Boy-Scouts, grouping together little 


by little all the allied countries. 


4. The consolidation of the troops actually ex- | 
isting in France by the collaboration of the 


American Scout-masters belonging to the Y. Me. 
C. A., the Red Cross, etc. 


5. The perfecting, with your co-operation, of | 
our methods and means of work (secretaryship, 


plan of action, propaganda, course for leaders 
and instructors, manuals for leaders of troops and 
‘patrols or for scouts, the development of. special- 
ization, etc.). 


6. The organization of progressive confer- 
ences in the great industrial or agricultural cen- 


ters to make appeal to the young or to interest 


business men for the financial side as well as for 
. the choice of men and material organization, 


(Recruiting subscribers, leaders of troops and i in- 


structors. ) 


development of the movement in the. 
academic centers (technical institutions, lyceums, 
colleges, primary schools, etc.), with co-operation 
of the.staff director and faculty: (directors, aca- 


not only to the general | 


pia supervisors, professors of all grades), as 
well as in the various. religious persuasions to 
which the scouts belong. 


We have outlined, doubtless, a great program. 
We are presenting it to you, brother Scouts, at 
the request of your delegate, Dr. Macfarland, 
in order that you may have before you an exact 
outline of the task which seems to belong to us: 


we hope that pae will study it well in a brotherly 
spirit. 


Finally, from a quite simple point of view and | 
one entirely practical, you will render us a real 
service if you will acquaint us as to which, among 
the many volumes which you have published on 
the Scout Movement, are the ones that hold the 
highest authority in each section (Scout-craft, 
camping, civic education, intellectual, moral, pro- 
fessional, etc.). We shall be glad to procure them. 
in order to enrich our movement out of your | 


‘experience and to draw closer thereby the bonds 
_ which unite us. I 


Once more we are sending you, across the 


Ocean, the vibrant message of your brothers of 
France. | 


In the name of the French Federation of Boy | 
Scouts, 
(Signed). Henri BonNAMAUX, 
Vice-President of the Federation, 
National Commissioner of the United Boy-S couts.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


.I would recommend that we have an early con- 
ference to consider all of the questions raised 
by the messages to us. 

It seems to me that the whole question of phys- 
ical and military training, now under discussion 
by our national-authorities, can best be met by 
_ the methods of the Boy Scouts of America. 

I had an iriteresting conference, in Paris, with 
"representatives of the Government Department 
of Education and learned that a movement was 
under. way for the physical and moral training 
of the boys of France, modeled after the Scout 
principles and methods. 


CONCLUSION 


è acknowledge the many courtesies 
_which I have received, both officially and person- 
~ ally, by the French leaders, including the presen- 


tation to me of a beautiful silk flag from the 
Eclaireurs Unionistes, by a delegation which came 
to bid me farewell just as 1 was leaving Paris. 
I deeply appreciate the honor and opportunity 
of my appointment by the Boy Scouts of America 


.as Commissioner to France and hope that some. 


practical value may be realized from an experi- 
-ence which has been of great interest and value 
to my own general work. 
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SEPTEMBER 


IN GENERAL 


In concluding this narrative portion of my re- 


port, I must express my gratitude to those who 


enabled me to carry out so large a program in so 
~~ short a time, especially to André Monod, one of 


the most lovable men in France, to Victor Monod 
and John Vienot, with whom it was a constant 
delight to travel, to Mr. Carter and Mr. Harrison 
of the Y. M. C. A., to Chaplain Blommaert of the 
Belgian Army, Dr. Goodrich of the American 


Church, Chaplain Brent, André Tardieu and his 


associates, who were constant in their unselfish 
service, to Jacques Dumas who came from Paris 


to Bordeaux to meet me, to the Divinity Faculty © 
of Paris which conferred the Degree of Doctor of. 
Divinity, this being the first time the doctorate 
has ever been conferred in France honoris causa, 


and to the French Government for a hospitality 
which knew no limits. 
the multitude of our French Protestant brothers 


and sisters who received me so kindly would he 
a pleasure, but would transcend the space limita- 
tions of this report, for it would inclfide hundreds | 


of generous men and women. The names above 
mentioned represent groups and. organizations 


whose members united heartily with them in all. 


our arrangements. 
I have brought back a library of French Prot- 


-estant literature and many cherished historic 
I have. 
formed personal friendships which will live for- 
‘ever and the many hours I have spent in French 


souvenirs presented by various bodies. 


homes .are treasured recollections. 


Through the unprecedented facilities placed 


at my disposal, I was enabled to visit the entire 


| front from the Belgian coast to Alsace, including 


many Headquarters of the various armies and 
their divisions, and to cover France to an extent 


| adequate to give an impression of its military and 
civil life, its home life, and especially of the ‘work | 


and ifiience of its Protestant churches. I had 


an unusual opportunity for conference with men 


and women representative of all phases of French 


life, military, national, .civic, public and, 


above all, its spiritual life. 


Just before leaving Paris, at a meeting of the 
Federation, I left the following expfession: 


August 20th, 1918. 


“To the French Protestant Committee and 
the Protestant Federation of France 


Dear Brethren: aL 


- «As I turn towards my Country, after these 
weeks of brotherly communion with you and 
your people, I desire to leave a little message of 
my deep gratitude for the high privileges which 
have marked my visit with vou. 


To record the names of 


“I have had unusual opportunities to meet the 


President of your Republic, the Commander-in- ‘ 


Chief, and the Generals of your Army and its 


\ 


Allies, your Ministers of State and many of your | 


public men. I have received the hospitality of 
your Government to :an extent which was as 


| gratifying as it was unlooked for. 


‘For all these opportunities I am deeply grateful 
and they have great value in acquainting me with 
the thought and life of your people. 

My visit to your Army was a revelation of the 
spirit of your nation and it was a source of in- 
spiration te mingle with your faithful officers and 
brave soldiers. 

It is needless to say, however, that the greatest 
privilege of all has been the opportunity to get 
close to the heart and life of your churches. 

In Paris where your leaders sit in Council, in 


| your active communities of the Eastern Frontier 


and of Alsace, in your large churches of the 


South, andthe historic Cevennes, in your rich 


valleys of the West, leading to the ocean, wher- 
ever I have witnessed the life and felt the spirit 
of the Protestant churches, I have met the high- 
est ends of my mission. My heart has been deep- 
ly touched as I have seen the sufferings of your 


churches and people, but, still more, I have been | 
inspired by your unexampled courage, your faith- . 


ful endurance and profound faith. Your institu- 
tions of social, philanthropic and national serv- 


ice, many of which I have visited, are increasing 
their efficiency to meet the demands created by 
the war. 
your nation. They are the symbol of the great. 


Your churches are giving vitality to 


ideals which have been the strength of your peo- 
ple during these years of severe trial. 


The Protestant -churches and missions of. 
France have a future full of rich promise, not 


only for the higher life of your own nation, but 
of the Kingdom of God throughout the world. 
To the end that these unparalleled opportunities 


may be fulfilled, I shall, with great joy, urge 


upon our American churches their ‘hearty co- 
operation and support ‘for the 
churches and missions of France, through inti- 


mate spiritual relationship, moral iii and 


unselfish material support. - 
In the days of reconstruction whict are before 
us, France will be a power among the nations of 


the world as never before in all her history. Your 
churches are the Soul of your Nation. The life 


and power of your churches will determine, in 
large measure, the future of Christian life. and 
institutions in the world at large, both in the 


Christian nations and in the great field of Chris- 


tian missions. 

It is my earnest prayer that I may so avail 
myself of the high privileges you have accorded 
me, that I may be to our Christian people in 


America the interpreter of your thought, life 
and spirit, in the endeavor to bring about that. 


unity of faith and fellowship between the 
churches of the two nations which shall impart to 
our American churches your spirit and life and 
shall also bring our churches to share in your 


‘ triumphs of faith. in the years that are before us. 


It is my confident hope that the next time I 


- come to France, which I trust and believe will 
be not far distant, I shall find myself among your. 
‘churches of the North, where you will be rebuild- 


Protestant 
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ing the material structures which will symbolize 
the unfailing spirit of those who have suffered in 


the flesh, with an ever. ‘deepening perse- 
verance and faith. 


That the sentiments of love and the. coms 


munity of ideal which have marked our days of | ee 
prayer and conference together may be trans- 


lated into terms of. deed and service is my earn- 
: est ang fervent prayer. 


(Signed) Cartes S. MACFARLAND, 

General Secretary of the Federal Council of the 

| Churches of Christ in America. 
Lui | Commissioner to France.” 


I received from the Fedetation the following 


to bring | to yee: 


| Paris, August 20, 1918. 


- “Message of the French Protestant F ederation | 
to the Christians of America. 


The Conneli of the French Protestant Federa- 


tion, together with the Protestants of all denom- 


inations, have with deep feeling taken cognizance . 


of the message which our brother, Dr. Macfar- 
‘land; has brought us in your name. 

This message, vibrant of faith and sympathy, 
has been a powerful consolation to us in the griev- 


ous hours. when we, with disquietude, have in- 


voked the aid of-the Most High while the enemy 
«was working toward Paris in a supreme effort to 


crush right by force, to establish in Europe the 


domination of triumphant militarism, disdainful 
of the liberty and independence of peoples. 

At this critical hour many of your battalions 
with their powerful armament were disembark- 
ing in close ranks in our ports, and without losing 
a day, were rushing toward the wavering front, 
with the youthful ardor of troops eager to make 
triumph that ideal which the lofty words of your 
noble President had placed before them! but also, 
—astonishing phenomenon—with the sharp vigor 
‘of our oldest troops, the most experienced in war 
through four years of incessant conflict. 


far too often will lack the sons fallen on the field 
of honor, the grandparents and the iniants, mor- 
tally pierced to the heart in this lamentable exodus 
before the invading hordes, the women and the 
young girls dragged to the center of Germany in 
ignominious slavery. 
~ Your wonderful civil missionaries, your women, 
your daughters, members of your Young Men's 
Christian Association and Young Women’s Chris- 


Co Association have come with an unceasing de- 


votion and an inexhaustible generosity. to assuage 
these incredible sufferings. 

Like the Good Samaritan, they have come to 
bend over the unfortunate victims of this most. 


frightful of invasions and to carry to them words _ 


of consolation and continuous and abundant ma- 
terial aid. 


May God be thanked for all which you are pre- 
‘paring to do in the way of restoring the ruins of 
our unfortunate provinces and of revivifying the 
life and industrial activity of our richest fields, 
now totally in ruins! — 


You ‘have come to bring on the part of the 
Most High tò those ready to succumb under the 
| blows of adversity, this message of faith and hope 
- which shows the most unbelieving that God does 
not abandon him who puts his trust in Him and 
that today He puts in the hearts of His children 
that spirit of devotion and abnegation which 
Christ came to teach us here below. I 

The sons of Huguenots who for so many years 

. have suffered for their faith upon the soil of this 
devastated country, which mahy could not bear to 
abandon, will fight once more with. your aid, 
even to the final triumph for the liberty of the 
oppressed of all nations and for the restoration 
of our terrestrial country. Strong in this union, | 
we have the firm certitude that allied in this. 
strife, we shall soon rejoice to bless God with one 
heart in the triumph of the great cause whose de- 
fense has cemented once more the bond of union 
between the new and the old continent. | 

Why should we not add that we expect more > 
still from the pity of our God and from your 
charity? ‘May the spirit breathe upon the dry 
bones to make them live; may faith revive; may 


b 

È; 


È. 
È: 
& 
ba 
tè 
3 4 
4 
» 
34 
È 
fai: 
5, 
È 
È 

DI 

È 

$% 

> 

he 
$ 

% 
È 

È 4 
È 

4 

Na 
he 
| 
ma 

bt 

-; 

ti 

ae 

i 


4 
4 
+% 
x 
to’ 
ARE 
Me 
« 
‘wl 
& 
| 
CRA 
A, gi 
DA: 
È Pu 
wey 
SO 
- 
da 
Lu 
a 
“hy 
2% 
LEA 
ve 
TA 
RS 
#6 
3 
ye 
ILE 
ww 
& x 
wy 
PLC 
LA 
vi 
due 
Aes 
25 
FS 
x 
è 
"i 
LA 
Piz 
+ 
PR 
FI 
La 
TAG 
ME 
da 
% 
A 
Pi 
di 
van 
ae 
# 


piety develop among us and may the frightful Po 
eine 4 eg those on whom their dearest hopes de- . faith, you will give your co-operation and will con- ee 
He will bring you the poignant picture of our nine tea the i 
cities and villages shattered by bombs, systematic- . : [sae 
ally pillaged and systematically set on fire; of our | (Signa ELIE Bonner, i 
orchards and our avenues where every tree lies | Secretary, di 
* cut down at the roots by a destructive rage which Pr otestant Federation of France. Ci 
no consideration of humanity could arrest. I (Signed) E. GRUNER, 
He will describe to you the shattered arches of : President, ti i DO 
our old Gothic churches and of our modest tem- ' Protestant Federation of France.” a 
ples; their stained glass windows. reduced. to dif. 
atoms; their organs demolished piece by piece; Bi. 


their stalls and their benches burned or vanished. 

But he will tell you also of the impatience with, 

which our patriotic populations of the Fast and 

| the North await the day when ‘they shall hasten 

°° _ in the wake of your armies and ours to seek to 
È I re-establish, in the midst of ruins, a home which. 


To present you a complete narrative report 
would require a volume. I have presented enough 
| to indicate the nature and extent of observation ... (SS 
‘upon which are based the conclusions and recom- _ Wei) 
mendations of the remainder of this report. i A 


+ 


| 
| 
mi 
é | 
| 
° 
a 
e te 
È 
| 
| 
| 
BS 
| 
È, 
| 
È 
. 
® 
| 
€ 
| 
? 
— 
® 
È 
ki = 
aw 
Si 
A 
‘ 
; 
| 
+ 
be ; 
È 
A 
2 
è è 
4 
i 
a 
È 
là 
4 
i 
4 
1% 


Mi. COUNCIL BULLETIN SePreMBER 
bat | PART II—DISCUSSION AND | all over France. They are widely and variously 
ie | RECOMMENDATIONS distributed and through the various corps of | 
— ”* engineers are found scattered ‘over the entire. 
AMERICAN ARMY IN FR CE country. 
| The chief difficulties are encountered at cer- 
I ga | si : tain ports of embarkation and at the camps near 
| e The national leaders and. the people of France the larger cities and towns. In. many of these 
| regard the size, organization and efficiency of the places the situation is deplorable. The chaplains 
| American Army in France in the light of a. and Y. M. C. A. are doing their part. wisely and 
| miracle. The same is true of the extent to which well in association with the military authorities. 
He | _ Its supplies of food and munitions have main- It seems clear, however, as we have realized in 
i tained its needs. It will go down into history as this country, that immediate and effective action 
ui. a wonder in military administration. General must be secured through earnest co-operation be- 
a ... Pershing has, revealed wonderful qualitiés of tween the military and civil authorities. 
ili. strategic skill, together with the personal qualities The close and pleasant relationships between 
li | of modesty, unselfishness and self-effacement. , our soldiers and the French people have led to a 
ae _ The same eiements characterize the organiza- large number of marriages, and while in many 
tion of the moral and spiritual forces in connec- cases these are doubtless happy indications of a 
| tion with the Army. normal relationship between the two peoples, it 
First of all, President Wilson, who is today is also feared that many difficult problems: may 


easily the most popular and honored man in arise through this situation. 
France, has, by his utterances and actions, SO 


clarified the political thoughts and aims of the M. C. Li. 
€ » allied nations that great moral vision has been What has been said of the organization of the 
| given both to those who govern and direct and army into a strong and efficient force is paralleled ~ 

those who fight. Such was the frequently ex- by the Y. M. C. A. Its work, when considered 

pressed feeling of men like President Poincaré, in the light of the rapidity of .constitution which 

Marshal Joffre, Marshal Foch and Maurice. was necessitated and the difficulties of transpor- 
i: Barrés, as well as cpc fi Protestant pastors and tation and organization, is a marvel of adminis- 
| laymen, —— tration. Its director; E. C. Carter, is a man of 
‘ i i oS General Pershing’ character and personality, splendid spirit and wise judgment. 
dif). a his simple and genuine religious life, his example = The measure of success, of course, is PIE 
aie and words, have set great moral and spiritual a matter of the personal equation and the per- 
“td ideals before our officers and army. While it is sonnel is felt to be constantly improving. 
bili true that our men are exposed to the unusual The Christian life of America has in the 
i. i’ andsevere temptations)and the moral perils in- Y. M. C. A. a splendid embodiment in the army, 
i (Ri cident to life away from their homes, there is its spiritual power being extended or limited al- 
(ti such alliance between the military forces and the. most entirely by the personalities of those who 
ae associated agencies for their moral and religious have enlisted for its work. 
ii help that the moral character of the men is The churches at home should: keep in the 
i} 00 higher than in our ordinary civic life at home closest relationship to its administration. 
‘0 and, I believe, ma he said to be constantl im- 
il Li e Through the deep interest of General Pershing The finely equipped Hostess House of the 
ma - in this aspect of the life of his army, the moral y. W. C. A. in Paris is one of the bright spots 
| = and religious work is being effectively organized, jp France, always filled and presénting an in- 
i} 195 with the Headquarters Board of Chaplains as the spiring sight. The'Y. W. C. A. is doing its army 
| | i | head and center, with whom are associated in work with the usual wisdom and effectiveness — 
af close working relations, the Y. M. C. A., the of this organization. 
AR i Knights of Columbus and the American Red It found one important unocctipied field of 
Li ig Cross. Senior Headquarters Chaplain Brent is which I will speak in another section of this 
ni by common consent the leader, not only by virtue report. i 
of his official position, but by the power of his 
| a Our soldiers have entered into the most broth- The Red Cross is proving equal to its task. 
oe . erly relationship with the French soldiers and into The army surgeon§~are warm and enthusiastic : 
| UIei, . friendly association with the civilian populations in praise of its speedy action and efficiency and 
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the soldiers gratefully recognize the courage and 
unselfishness of its workers, both women and 


. 
7 vig p 


| It is to be regretted that its hospitals are so 
inadequately supplied with chaplains. It is to be 
hoped that the new arrangement with the War 
Department may secure the speedy appointment 
of chaplains at the Red Cross Hospitals. 

_ There is a magnificent opportunity for Chris- 
tian service in the Red Cross, not only as chap- 
lains, physicians and nurses, but as more general 
workers. American Christianity is ministering 
to our boys, in the very spirit of Jesus, through 
American Red Cross. 


THE SALVATION ARMY 


From both officers and soldiers, hearty, and 
glowing expressions came for the workers of the 
Salvation Army, their unselfishness, bravery and 


modest, quiet efficiency, especially at critical mo- 
In this connection, it is grati- — 


ments under fire. 
fying to note that some of the warmest expres- | 
sions I heard from commanding generals were 


their appreciations of the work of the Salvation 
Army. 


"THE ARMY CHAPLAINS 


Those who may have feared that, in the num- 


ber and extent of organizations and movements 
for. the moral care of the army, the chaplain 
would lose something of his prestige and op- 
portunity, need do so no longer. Our chaplains 
are finding their place, are doing us credit and 


stand infinitely higher in the army than ever 


before. Their influence is constantly increasing. 
Doubtless this is due to several causes: the deep 


interest, the fine vision and the high appreciation — 


of General Pershing ; the effective organization of 
the Headquarters Board of Chaplains; the at- 
titude of Secretary Carter of the Y. M. C. A,, 
but still more to the general quality of the men 
who have volunteered for this high service. 

The high demands of this service and the con- 


sequent test of character and ability, emphasize - 
the importance of the greatest care in the selec-* 


tion and training of its personnel. One gets the 
impression that the younger chaplains constitute 
rather too large a numerical proportion. 


RELATIONS .WITH THE Y. M. C. A. 


At the Headquarters of the Y. M. C. A. the 


spirit seems to be all that could be asked and 
the same is true at the Chaplain Headquarters. 
The orders issued by Mr. Carter appear to have 


accorded every appropriate Prunacy to the 
| chaplains. 


‘on the whole, the chaplains and Y. M. È A. 


workers are working in hearty co-operation, the 
extent and effectiveness of which is largely de- 


termined by the personalities of those concerned. 
Many ministers of the Y. M. C. A. are pertorm- 


ing the -duties of chaplains where none have 


yet been, +): 
There has been some misunderstanding rela- 


“tive to the equipment to be supplied the chaplains 


by the Association, so that a number of chaplains 
have been unable to obtain the facilities expected. 


This is partly due to the misunderstanding on 
the part of the Y. M. C. A. authorities as to what 


was expected of them, and partly due to the limi- 


tations under which the Y. M. C. A. was obliged 
to work. This is a matter calling for immediate © 


joint conference between the General War-Time 


Commission and the War Council of the 


A 


ESPECIAL NEEDS OF THE CHAPLAINS 


The first of these is adequate equipment. The 


second is that of transportation facilities. Very 
often the unit to which the chaplain is assigned 
is widely dispersed, part at the front and part 


towards. the rear, and occasionally his unit is 


divided more widely by being billeted in dif- 
ferent places. At other times his men may be 
in field hospitals at a considerable distance. Not 


only the chaplains themselves, but their generals, | 


urge strongly the need of cars for the chaplains. 
They are now obliged to walk many miles, losing 


much time, unless they can borrow transporta- 


tion. This difficulty will of-course -be lessened 
somewhat when the full number of chaplains is 
available. 


INADEQUACY OF NUMBER. 


This is a serious difficulty. Many regiments 
are without adequate service, many localized units 
are entirely without chaplains and many hospitals 


unsupplied. Many soldiers have hardly seen or 


heard of a chaplain. 


a” 


ORGANIZATION 


The at General is 
in fine order, with three unusually strong men in 
Chaplains Brent, Doherty and Moody. Nearly 
every division now has its divisional chaplain in 


charge. A school is in operation at Headquarters. 


If we could now immediately. secure similar 


effective organization on our side of the water, | 
with complete understanding between the two. 
: headquarters, many of the he 


solved. 
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the medical corps. 


SEPTEMBER 


INSIGNIA AND RANK _ 


‘There is division of preference and judgment 


in the use of insignia. Some chaplains still wear 
the insignia of rank and others have adopted, 
either by preference or in compliance, the simple 
use of the cross. 


use of the cross. 


There is, however, no division of opinion as to 


the proposed measure for a chaplains’ corps with 


I judge that the majority of the .. 
chaplains prefer the insignia of rank, with the a 
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standing as to rank and pay on an equality with . 


On this the interested gen- 
erals and chaplains, both at Headquarters and in — 


the field, are practically unanimous and positive. 


Chaplain Brent prepared and requested me to 
convey the following: 


“To the War-Time Commission of the 
Churches 


The opportunity of the chaplain in the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Forces is unprecedented in mili- 
tary history. The best manhood of America is 

his to guide, inspire and mould. It has been a 
common complaint in parochial life that men do 
not form a prominent element in the average 
congregation. No such complaint can be made 
‘in the Army. Again, our soldiers are in a temper 
of mind to welcome greedily the truth of God 

_ from the hearts of true men. They are at the 
most receptive moment of their lives. They are 
quick to detect and spurn unreality and sham. 
They are in search of, and responsive to, what 
is real. 

The religious tomorrow of America lies latent 
in the soldiers of today, and it is the responsibility 
of the chaplain to shape it. so that the Kingdom of 
God will enter into American life with power. 
Already there is springing up among the chap- 
lains a sense of brotherhood resulting from per- 
sonal fellowship. It does not mean the breaking 
down of personal convictions, but rather the giv- 
ing of due respect to the honest convictions of 
others. Mutual understanding is the first step 
toward unity. 

The chaplain comes with two commissions— 
that of the Church which provides him with 
power from on high, that from the Nation which 

_ indicates his sphere of duty. He is simply a 
Minister of God working in military conditions. 

‘ He is always and everywhere the spiritual general. 

of the Army and his insignia. pro- 
claims it. 


If the chaplain of the A. E. F. work in the up- | 


lands of opportunity, he also works in a furnace _ 
of temptations and difficulties. The strain will 
be constant and, in both frort line and back 
areas, terrific. Facilities for movement .will be 
restricted owing to the insufficient transportation 
of the Army. Problems of moral and spiritual 
character will thicken daily. Endurance will be 
tested to the limit. Only strong men reinforced 

. by an Almighty God can meet the demands of the 
emergency. 

. We, upon whom has fallen the responsibility 


| of organizing and directing the religious leaders 
of the A. E. F., are wholly dependent on the — 
churches of America for the character and the 
number of. those who come to us. We beg of 

_ you to think only of one thing—the choicest man- 
hood of our Nation is in France or headed toward 

_ France under the domination of the spirit of self- 

sacrifice. The strongest and best men in the. 
Ministry are not too good to serve them. It would. 
be a crime to send weaklings or incompetents to 
so sublime and so difficult a task. Gives your 
best and give them promptly. N 


| (Signed) Brent, 
Senior G. H. Q. Chaplain,” 


REPRESENTATION OF THE CHURCHES 


I was requested, upon leaving America, by 
several répresentatives of our constituency, to | 


take up the question of special commissioners 
abroad representing the churches. I consulted 
regarding this matter at the General Headquar- 


ters of the Army, the Headquarters of the Y. M. 
C. A. and with other selected advisers and found 


an attitude of general sympathy. 


. General Pershing, with the full approval of : 
Chaplain Brent, has determined that all such 


‘representation shall be under the administrative 


- arrangements and commissions of the Y. “M. 


C. A., K. of C., American Red Cross or Salva- 
tion Army. For example, the Y. W. C. A. is 
under Y. M. C. A. administration and the Com- 


mission on Training Camp Activities under Mr. 


Fosdick was not accorded any place. a 
It is considered by the officials of the army 
that the churches are fully and effectively repre- 
sented in the army by the chaplains ordained and 
nominated by them. 
It seems to be cheerfully conceded, however, 


| that in addition to their representation through 


the chaplains and the ministers and laymen now 


serving with the Y. M. C. A., the churches should 
appropriately send by their own direct designa- 
tion, either permanently or from time to time, 


commissioners to visit the chaplains and the Y. M. 


C. A. and that such relationship would serve to 
keep the, religious forces in France and the 


churches at home closer togethet in spirit and 
action. 


The Y. M. C. A. administration in Paris will 
commission such representatives, giving them — 


freedom of movement, according them facilities 
for their service and helping their mission in 


every way. Such representatives would, in the - 


nature of the case, render service, as they went 


about, by addressing Y. M. C. A. meetings, gener- 
ally arranged in co-operation with the chaplains. | 


Naturally the Paris office of the Y. M. C. A. de- 


sires that provision for such _ representatives 
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stvatà be made in advance with the office of the 
Y. M. C. A. in America. 


It should be borne in mind, however, that the 


| representation of the churches should be nor- 
_ mally through the regularly established agencies. 
If commissioners are sent, as indicated above,’ 
they should be few in number, should not be 


sent frequently and should remain long enough 
to make a real contribution. 
would embarrass the military authorities in the 


matter of transportation and military regulations 


and consequently prejudice the very cause we 
seek to further. 


It was universally felt that these commission- 


ers should be appointed by the Federal Council, 


with the approval of the constituent bodies with 


which they are connected and by joint under- 
standing with the Y. M. C. A. 


_ The priests with the K. of C. wear the i insignia 


of the chaplains, the cross, and designate them-- 


selves as chaplains, but this does not have the 
approval’of the Army so far.as I could learn. 


There is difference of judgment as to whether | 


or not there is a call for the establishment of 


further ecclesiastical headquarters in relation to 


our army abroad, some feeling that such needs 
should be met by the Chaplain Headquarters and 
the Y. M. C. A. office in Paris. This question is 


one which should be fully considered, however, 


by such commissioners as may visit the ground. 
This matter in relation to our religious bodies 
having work among the French churches consti- 
tutes an entirely different question. | 

There are important bases for distinctively re- 


ligious work, not covered by the chaplains, who. 


move about constantly and which, it is felt by 
many, are not yet adequately provided for. It 
seemed to me that the greatest need of the 
Y. M. C. A. is for a larger number of our strong- 
est men to serve distinctly as permanent and 


|. localized directors of distinctively religious work, 


freed from other duties. 


FRENCH VOLUNTARY CHAPLAINS 


The French War Office has appointed a great 
many local pastors, especially in war zones or. 
military bases and hospital localities, as chaplains, © 


without rank, or ranking as privates, in uniform, 
to serve the needs in their respective localities. 
They were found in every town I visited all over 
the country. 


, GENERAL WORK IN FRANCE 


The work of civilian relief in France, by the 
American Red Cross, has reached a high stage 
of efficiency. 


‘earough local committees of the 


Any other policy ù 


influence in the world of nations. 


Red Cross, working in co-operation with the Paris 


headquarters, the French refugees, local institu- 


| tions, hospitals and other institutions are receiv- 


ing constant aid. 
The American Y. W. C. A. is doing a splendid 
work, establishing foyers all over the country, 


especially for young women in munitions fac- 


e confidence and 
odies, industrial 


tories. They have secured 
good will of civic officials and 


| leaders, of the French people generally, and are 
enthusiastically welcomed by the young women 


of France. This splendid work is progressing 
rapidly with the consecrated energy and ini 
characteristic of this organization. | 


THE CHURCHES OF FRANCE AND 
| BELGIUM 


| RELIGION IN GENERAL 


It is obvious that. France will rise out of this 


war a powerful nation, with tremendous moral 
Therefore the 
religious life and institutions of France are of 


great significance to Europe, to the Christian 


world at large and in many fields of missions. 
If I am not mistaken, and I feel sure I am not, 


| there is going to be a significant change of atti- 


tude towards religion and religious institutions 


on the part of the national leaders, publicists and 


of the Government itself. These agencies, in- 
stead of taking a neutral attitude, in place of a 


restraint which forbids expression of sympathy © 


or encouragement for any form of religion, will 
take the very different course of expressing sym- 
pathy towards all forms of religion. They will 
not adopt or recognize a religion, but will recog- 
nize and encourage religion. 

In the new, vital and warmly sympathetic re- 
lationship arising out of the war, America and 


France are going to influence each other’s life. 


deeply and this cannot fail and must not fail to 

include their religious life. | 
There are three elements in France, a large 

body of Roman Catholics, a small body of Prot- 


Tue PROTESTANT CHURCHES 


The Protestant churches are relatively few in 
number, but have an influence tremendously dis- 


proportionate to their numbers. This is due to. 


the personal strength of their leaders. In official 
and commercial circles they are always strong 
and often dominant. They are a power in com- 
munity life. 
adequate mode of estimating Protestant forces to 


Therefoge, it is by no means an 


estants and a large “third party” whose magni- © 
tude it is difficult to estimate, which is seeking . 
light. 
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_SEPTE MBER 


do it by numerical calculation, eipocialio when 
we keep in mind what I have called the “third 
party” in France. 


The Protestant churches have a certain con- 


servatism and want of constructive method and 
action, .this being incident to a group who for 
centuries have been on the defensive and have 
had to maintain their existence by close and 
often eclectic organization. They are thus not 
so strong among the common people as they are 
in what may be termed the higher circles. Their 
present temper and methods are probably ae 
to some considerable transformation. 


They have, however, a history, traditions, an — 


apostolic succession, a power of personality and 


a clear grasp of fundamental religious principles, 


with an adequate numerical force, to make them 


the foundation of a great religious structure in 


France. 


‘The war has weakened their material resources, 


but has served to strengthen their vital spiritual 
principles and life. 
measure the soul of the nation. 


‘Undoubtedly, like religious institutions the 
world over, they are under process of many 


changes and I feel sure they are ready to pass. 


from a conservative defensive attitude to a 
constructive evangelical development adapted to 
the modern social conditions and life of France. 


Other agencies are contributing to this pro- 
cedure, the development of the French Y. M. 
C. A. (Foyer du Soldat) in the Army, the work 


of our Yi M. €. A. and Y. W.-C. A, and the 


American Red Cross both in the Army and among 
the people. It is also induced by the general 
intermingling of French and Americar life and 


ideals. ‘ The Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. 
‘are sure to become great forces.in France. 


THE FUTURE 


This lays a great opportunity before American 
‘- Christianity and involves a profound obligation. 
Whatever we do must be constructive, and not 
offensive or destructive. But I have no hesitancy 


in saying that France should be as open and free 


in her religious life as America. To assume that 
a mere matter of numerical proportion should 


determine the religious life of a whole people is © 


no more sensible in relation to France than it 
‘ would be in relation to America. 


Constructively, openly, in a spirit of charity 
and good will to all men and institutions, it is the 
duty of the American churches to help their 


brethren in France, to assist in the rebuilding of 


They constitute in hula 


religion. 


the destroyed Protestant nni. to heln them 


build up before\the eyes of the French people 
those principles Of freedom and democracy in 
religion which we ourselves cherish for ourselves. 


Three of the constituent. bodies of the Federal 


Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


have related bodies in France, the Methodist 
Episcopal, the Baptist and the Lutheran 
Churches. There are equally close affinities of — 
polity and form of doctrinal expression between 


the various Reformed bodies in France and 
| several of our constituent denominations. 


- These bodies in France are federated in an 

organization which is increasing in its vitality. 
Protestant life in France has been weakened, as. 
in America, by the excessive number of denomi- 
nations. This is, however, increasingly recognized. 
If what we are to do in France is to have an effect 


‘upon the life of its people, it must be done with- 


out the confusing shadows of apparent or real 
divisiveness. There are multitudes of what I 


have called the “third party” who are looking for. 


the light of those fundamental principles of free- 
dom and democracy exemplified in the Protestant 
If it can be objectified before their 
eyes clearly, they will recognize it. 


There are thus these various religious bodies 
in France. To strengthen religious life in France 
we must strengthen them as they are constituted. 


We cannot reconstitute them. It will be natural 


and, indeed, appropriate that the corresponding 


bodies in America will wish to establish especial 
relations in France with their sister churches of 
similar form. . But let it be done through joint 


and common consultation and plan. The religious 
bodies and the Federation in France are ready 
for such procedure. 


Let us strengthen all the dic in such manner 
that we strengthen the whole at the same time. 


IMMEDIATE HELP 


We must continue and greatly increase our 
financial help to these impoverished churches. 


Among their most important organizations is 
their United Committee, which is a: correspond- 


ing body with our United ‘Committee on Christian 


Service for Relief in France and Belgium. 


Among the constituent ‘organizations of the 


French. United Committee is the Committee for. 
the Aid of Refugees and Devastated Regions. 
While in Paris I secured the arrangement with 
the American Red Cross set forth in the follow» 
ing report to the United Committee : 
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“August 20, 1918. 


To the Comite d’Union Protestante pour. 
les Secours de Guerre 


I am glad to report that agreement has been 
reached with the American Red Cross, as fol- 
lows: | 
1, All local committees of the Comité 
d’Entr’Aide will be fully recognized as Relief 

. Agencies by the local delegates of the American © 

Red Cross. Such delegates will be instructed to 
take special precautions that committees of the. 

. Comité d’Entre’Aide are represented adequately — 
on local committees of the American Red Cross. 

They will take special pains that in the use of 
funds or supplies, local committees of the Comité 
_d’Entr’Aide shall be assisted the same as any 
local organization. doing similar work.  - | 

It is altogether likely that if your local com- 
mittees are strongly organized they will receive 
whatever they need. 

2. Local and sectional organizations and insti- 
tutions, associated with the Comité d’Entre’ Aide, 
or approved by it, or approved by the Comité 
d’Union Protestante, will be eligible to aid from 
the American Red Cross. 

This refers to all relief institutions, asylums, 
hospitals, etc., etc., which your Committee or the 
Comité d’Entre’ Aide may approve. 


(Signed ) CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, 
| Commissioner to France. 
. General Secretary of the Federal Council of the 
| Churches of Christ in America.” 


But this is only partial help for this particular 


phase of their need and doés not touch at all. 


the matter of sustaining their churches or rebuild- 
ing their ruined edifices. 


THE BELGIAN CHURCHES 


— There are two protestant bodies in Belgium, 
the National Church and the Missionary Church. 
These churches are associated closely with the 
- French churches and should be included with the 
plans under consideration. All that I have urged 


regarding France, perhaps in lesser degree, is. 
true of Belgium, « or, in any event, should be made 


true. 


Indeed, there is just a little danger, in the new 


| relationships between the two larger nations, that 
. little Belgium and the dara of 1914 may be over- 
looked. 


PROPOSALS FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


You have already received the dignified and 
firm response of the French churches to the pro- 
posals from Sweden for an International Church 
Conference. That utterance, I believe, speaks for 
France as a nation. It is felt in France that it 
would be dishonorable to comply with the invi- 
tation. 

That there have _been efforts, ‘emanating fromi 


Germany, to influence the churches of both neu- 


tral and warring nations, I feel quite sure. 


| No such general conference will find any sup- 
port in France while German armies are upon 
the ruthlessly invaded soil of France and Bel- 
gium. The French churches and the French 
people want peace, but only an honorable peace. 

The French Protestant Federation has made a 


counter proposal which should receive our serious 


attention, and while feeling the fullest sympathy 


with the attitude of our French brethren regard- 


ing the less discriminating proposals from 


‘Sweden, we may well bring the whole question 
| before our churches for constant thought. 


Nothing should, however, be allowed to bring 
any weakening influence to bear among our moral. 
and spiritual forces in resisting and defeating the 
unscrupulous, vainglorious, utterly untrustworthy 
power which the churches of Germany are clearly 


supporting with undivided strength. No such 
conference as is proposed by the Archbishop of — 


Upsala and his -colleagues, could possibly be 
free from political considerations. It could not 
be-other than a peace conference, held under con- 


ditions which could not spre mean the kind 


of peace for which all men of good-will are pray- 


ing and striving and suffering. Thus must we 


speak the truth in love, but must nevertheless 


not hesitate to speak the ‘truth. 


MUTUAL RELATIONS 


These common problems will be met by such 
practical procedure as follows: 


1. A Handbook of French Protestantism for 


American: readers. 
2. A Handbook of ia Protestantism 


for French readers. 


3. The translation into French of some of the 
literature of the Federal Council and the trans- 
lation of works of our modern writers: , 

4. Conference between the Theological Semi- 
naries of the two nations, regarding curricula 
and the exchange of professors and students. 


5. French Protestant literature in American 


libraries and American Protestant literature in 
French libraries. 
6. Exchange of Preachers. 


7. Consultation between F oreign ‘Mission os 
--bodies of the two nations. 


“Jour CONFERENCE or AMERICAN AGENCIES 


I urge ‘that we arrange an immediate Joint 
Conference of the Administrative Committee of 


the Federal Council, the United Committee on 
“Christian Service for Relief in France and Bel- 
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gium, with special representatives of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Board of Foreign Missions, Ameri- 


can Baptist Foreign Mission Society, the 
- Lutheran bodies and the bodies of the Presby- 


terian and Reformed Alliance, to give thoughtful | 
and prayerful consideration to the great oppor- 


_ tunity before us. It is to be hoped that we may 


present to our Federal Council or its Executive 
Committee in ‘December and to our constituent 
bodies, a program for co-operation with the 


churches of France worthy of the Kingdom in 


which they and we are one. brc 
Acting for the Committee on the War and the 
Religious Outlook, I presented its plans to the 


French Protestant Federation and they will con- 
stitute a similar Committee with which the Ameri- 
‘can Committee should get into immediate rela- 


tionship. 
CAI of ua matters. in this sp nave been 


| more or less sibbiared i in consultation with Rev. 


C. W. Goodrich of the American Church in Paris 
and Dr. Goodrich has graciously agreed to be of 
service as we may call upon him and direct, from 
time to time, to consult and act for us in these 
interests. è | 

. God has set before America an open door in 
France and Belgium. Other agencies, including 


interests social, educational and philanthropic, 


are seizing the opportunity for service to these 


nations and are already on the field. They are. 


preparing the way for the churches. 

We have, on the part of the churches, an op- 
portunity for consecrated Christian statesmanship 
and service, calling for our earnest prayer, our 


deepest thought, our wisest and most. effective - 
action. Such are my most profound convictions. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Commissioner to France. 
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Outdoor Meeting in the Huguenot Desert 
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